
By LAWRENCE REAMER.

tttIIL'N reconstruction bcgius in,

W (ho theatre, where will its In

riueuee be felt first? When the'
imblii' erases to rush to the theatre In

paying hordes, wlmtevcr tho quullty of
lie pierformanee may he, where will

iIk resulting vacancy flrnt be visible;?

Undoubtedly in the theatres that house,
the musical plays, ln.no other speciea

of theatrical diversion has the strain,
lo supply an abnormal demand been
w evident .Utcr the depression fol-

lowing the outbreak of tho war tho
play with music became the most popu-

lar resort of theatregoers. Apparently
i here was nothing else they wanted to

ft Certainly there was nothing else
ilicy wanted to sec so much.

t rcnec tup American stage managers
mount the musical plays today ns none

if their rivals in other countries. Not '

,nlv in magnificence, which after all1
may be a negligible quality in thePc,
iocesi. but. in spirit, in humor and cert-

ainly in the beauty of the women, the
mrrican play with music is the best

In the world. It moves with Incom-imrab- le

spirit, it flashes and bubbles,
ami it serves, in a word, all the pur-ikr--

of humor blended with music.
t leiist it seemed to until the number

.if these affairs became a tax on the
ingenuity of their producers which
the) uerc unable to meet. There is a
iuili to the inventiveness of the men

wnonslble for these things, just ns
there Is a limit to the ingenuity of the
iolwmiths and the productiveness, of '

the jazz annotators.

The supply of human attractiveness
is rarely if ever exhausted, the matc--j
rial to aid beauty is equally abundant
;md all the outward and visible signs;
of the entertaining musical play are
.it hand. Hut its wit, its melodies, its
intrigue this season these have often

abysmal in their puerility and
ilnlnes. In spite of the high cost of
no clothes the magnificence of the af-
fairs continues as great as ever. Bro--,
Mde and taffetas, lace and sequins
Mvpep recklessly over the stage. They
may Ik extravagant in price, but they
ore still cheaper to buy than wit or
Imagination. .lust how plentiful the
human lxwly may be swarms ,o,t smirk-- .
in? figurants demonstrate. How price-
less are wit and originality the dreary
lianality of the speeches proclaims.'
Ihpert dancing brings for the delight
of the eye many picturesque and grace
ful evolutions. The turns in the dia-ojrt-

never hy any chance produce a
'inirk that will appeal to one's appc-Ht-

for wit. Composers tell us-ri-val

composers, that is how little ingenu
Ity there is in tho scores, which thev.1
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ay are as much without talent as the
,

xt. Luckily, it takes knowledge of music to know how bad the ditties!
really are. It is enough for the layman to suffer under the Jokes.

Not nil of the musical plays of the season hVvc been so indifferent in
inality. Yet the majority has fallen below the most modest standard. '

CcS-talnl- y

a return of discrimination and selection in the quality of their cnter-tahmii'i-

will influence theatregoers to reject these pieces more decidedly than
they do at present. Some of tho worst appear to enjoy a degree of popularity,

jtidee by the length of time they arc played. There are, of course, many
business devices that seem to prolong the life of a plav. Thev are

".ten not really prosperous when they seem to be. That nine out of every ten
musical plays are, however, beneath all artistic contempt Is plain to every vic-
tim that suffers under them.

Not long after the death of Charles Lecocq his most noted work was con-'"crat-

by performance at tho Opera Coniique, in Paris. "La Fille dc Mme.
ncot" took its placo in the repertoire of this national theatre of France by

the Me of ".Mignon." "Carmen" and ".Manon." So Lecocq is now the associate
the musical imntheon of his country of Thomas. Bizet and Massenet. This

fame operetta has just been sung in London under ambitious conditions. There
"as a new, or rather a rewritten, libretto, while important singers and actors
and all the aids to a success for this famous work were at hand.

The lack of new operettas in Franco during the war has turned the imprc-Mrli-

to the old masterpieces. Offenbach's "La Belle Helene" had a pros-"toii- s

revival there during tho last season. Them was no lack of apprecia-
tes of the composer's immortal score. No attempbwas made to provide a now
1M'retto. The Mcilhac and Hnlcvy texts shared in their day the glory of Offen-'i- i

h's music. They are difficult to bring Into "harmony with public taste in
1'ils country now. Richard Ordynski's effort to put "Fair Helen" before our
i ubllc failed on account of the barrenness of the libretto in comparison with

hat the publlp expects When "La Belle Helene" was revived in Paris
'here was a discussion as to tho advisability of trying a now book. It was de- -'

Ided to lut the piece take Its chances as it was. Success proved the wisdom of
this decision. The Paris public found the old humor in the mythological char-nnte- r

of the story. To sec tho gods and goddesses chvortlng about like very
frivolous humans still possesses the power to entertain an audience In Paris
theatre. Here nobody at a musical comedy over knows anything .....

Undoubtedly "La Flllc dc Mmo. Angot" needed a newly written text for
Donald Calthorp,-t- he playwright, undertook the task. Its book may

have kept the work so long from our stage, although managers arc rarely in
Mined here to risk much on nny but an altogether now work. "J.a Fille do
A'me. Angot'' was last sung here at. the New Theatre during the first year of
us oxKenco. There were such singers as Frances Alda and Edmond Clement In
''ic leading roles.. Beautiful costumes and scenery wore brought from the
''teller of La Scala, in Milan. Certainly the Opera Comlquc has not Improved

these details of New York's performance. Tho failure of the revival was
"Jtnplctc. There" Is a story, probably apochrypal, of a single spectator on one
Uzht in the capacious balcony of this beautiful theatre' listening to this incom
I irahlc performance. Naturally no Impresario has ever tried the work since.

There was, of course, no need of a new libretto for the operetta when It
;as alongside of "Lcs Contcs d'Hoffmann," canonized at the Opera Comlquc

01KM1, expects very hilarious entertainment there. It Is ns foreign nlmost
the spirit of the Opera Comlque as 'of the Opera. It is the music and the

' ontemplatlon of the pictures that one enjoys In these artistic surroundings,
"deed, the buffooncrs of the augurs in "La Belle Helene" is rather difficult

conceive there, dull as we may regard them.
Indeed, the firm of Offenbach, Mcilhnc & Halcvy seems lost to our stage.

t . or course, inevitable that Lillian Russell should sing tho beautiful Helen
Well !l Ihr. ,1, .!, . I 1 . ...Ml...... l .1 1. ..1-U- ..

alio appeared in "La Perlchole," as there was still, espccialy In the mliids
Lis k

Iml,rEsari3, a faith in opera hnufft. None of the later revivals of Offen- -

ftnx Enfers.' called "Ornhniis nml KnrvilW" nt tfin old BHon Theatre. Of
fOUrse tho Im i t .vi. ..' -- ' , . i. nnp. wvuic La LLUiuuiLUi luib Bern's JIUilUlUlllUVt-- iuu uiu xjijuuI neatTC was enthprpH fh rinwnr nf thn stare TmuiiiHpo of fhnt tlnm. Pilllllno
"ul, who was tho exquisite Venus, died only the other day. Isabel Urquhart,
ItT a,tsalc 'beauty; Laura Joyce Bell, an appropriately majestic Juna;

LrJ.e.Vanoni, clever and arttetic actress, descended from a family of panto- -
ann wa anile these were some of the most famous of the

mnge beauties that made a brilliant cluster of femlucnt lovell--

' ! mMc4fi krnt aftot .work, Ida. Mulle Is pcrhapa the only ur
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Elliott:
,Y"TRIMMEl

SCsV2LET

'NIGHT BOAT 'MY GOLDEN G1RU
AND 'TRIMMED INSCMLET COMING

MONIJAY. Mnxlne Klllott'n Thratr "Trimmed In Scarlfl," a comedy by
William Hurlbut. In which Miss Maxlnc Elliott will play In licr own
theatre for tho first tlnio In nearly ten years. Her role Is that of a
woman unjustly .gossiped about. Lumsden Hare,' Stanley Warming-ton- .

Sidney Ulackmcr, Montague Buthurford, Blron Kagan and Misses
Katharine SteWart, regpry I'ayter, Illzaboth Bcllalrs, Sylvia Newton
and Gwendolyn Valentino aro In tlio cast.

Wberly Then! re. "The NlRht nonl.1' musical comedy by Sllsa
nno Caldwell and Jerome Kern, with a cast including John K. liar.:

zard. Misses Louise Groody, Ada Lewis, Stella Hoban, Ernest Tor-renc- e,

Hal Skellr, Hansford Wilson, Mrs. John Flndlay, Jack Scan-ncl- l.

Misses Arlinu Chase, Betty Hale, Mario Began, Lois Leigh, Ta-trlc- la

Clarke, Lydia Scott and the Cansinos.
Xnrn Jlnyes Thfnlrr-"5- Iy Golden Girl," musical play with score

by Victor Herbert and book by Frederic Arnold Kummcr. In tho cast
are Victor Morley, Miss Marie Carroll, Ned A. Sparks, Misses Helen
Bolton, Edna Mae Oliver and Dorothy TIcrncy, George Trabert, Bob-c- rt

O'Connor and Harold Vizard; also Poro and Cavanaugh.
TUESDAY. KltlnKe Theatre "BrcnUfait In lied." With Miss Florence

Mooro as the star. It Is a farce- by Georges Keydeau, adapted for the
American stage by Wlllard Mack and Hllllard Booth. The other play-
ers include Leon Gordon, Will Demlng, Tommy Meade, Harry Hanlon,
Fred Strong, Vincent Dennis and Misses Clara Verdcra and Gladys
Gilbert.

Moroseo Theatre (.ftern6on). "Beyond Ihe Horlion," a tragedy
In four nets by Eugene O'Neill, which will bo presented In a series of

, special matinees, not Interfering with tho engagement of "For the
DcfcnBa" at this theairc. BIchard Bennett. Miss Helen MacKellar
and Edward Arnold will have the chief roles.

vlvor of this noted group. She is active enough to be a lively figure in'Chu
Chin thow" ever since its first representation,

"Deak Sin: I note you say that 'Ruddigorc' has only been produced once
In this country the time it was done by the British company at the Fifth Ave-

nue Theatre in 18S7. Why. my dear man, Col. John A. McCaull made a fine
production of Mluddlgorc' at his theatre (McCaull's Opera House) in Phlladel
phla either the same year the work was produced In New York or tho year

I forget which, aud it had a run of six weeks or two months. While 1

am uot sure, I am under the impression the Colonel took it to Chleacro after
ward. James nyiey, nusnnnd of the talented Madeline Lueetto llyley I trust
I have her name right and a most excellent and popular comedian, was in the
cast if I am not mistaken. Henry Askln. who. I believe. Is at nrrspnt nn tho
staff of Charles Dillingham, will certainly bear me out in ray statements, for
iu a mi usiiur m. iucuuuirs in tnosc aays and will no doubt recall the

So will Mmc. Cottrellv or nnr of tho nUior Mrnnnll nHlar thnt nn.
(sllll wltlt us. Always au ardent admirer of your page.

Plays That Continue.

jL

Llghtnin' " Galetr
"East Is West" ...Astor
"Happy Days" Hippodrome

"Scandal" 39th Street
"Adam and Eva" Longacre

"The Jest".,.. . Plymouth
"Clarcnco" .' Hudson

"The Gold Diggers" , Lyceum

"The Storm" 48th Street
"Zlegfcld Midnight Frolic" .'.N. A. Boof

"Declassce" Emplro

"Apple Blossoms" Globs

"The Llttlo Whopper". Casino

"Ills Honor Abe ToUsh" Bijou

"Passing Show of 1919".;.WInter Garden

"Buddies' ......! Selwyn

"The Magic Melody" Shubcrt.
"Wedding Bells" Harris
"Irene" .Vanderbllt

"The Belasco;
Plays In Prench .'.YThcatre Parlsien
"Aphrodite" Century

"One Night In Borne".', Cohan

"My Lady Friends" Comedy
"Monsieur Beaucaire".New Amsterdam
"Abraham Lincoln" Cort
"For the Defense1' Morcsco
"The Sign on the Door" .Republic
"The Famous Mrs. Fair".' Miller's
"Gest's Midnight WhIrl".Century Boof
"Angel Face" Knickerbocker
"Smllln' Through" Broadhurst
"Tho Acquittal" ..Cohan & Harris
"The Purple Mask".v.., Booth
"The Light of the

House
"Frivolities of 1920" mh Street
"The Passion Flower"

Greenwich Village
"Always You" Lyric
"Pletro" Criterion
"The Bulned Lady".'..? Playhouiei
"Mamma's Affair" ;Llttle
"The Power of Darkness Derrick
"Big Gamo" , Fulton
"As You Were:'. Central

.Ait j a

Musical Acts to Predominate There

This Week Entertainers on Other
Vaudeville Programmes.

Music and musical comedy will compose
most of this week's bill in the Palace
Theatre. JUss Belie Baker will sIhk story
songs. Joseph E. Howard and Miss Etht
elyn Clark will appear In "Chin Toy," a

musical romance, with Maurice Diamond,
Martin and Fabbrlnl, Jack King, Miss
Buth Kccd, Oil Sun Kl. Miss IIelen,Smtth,
nnd a dozen girls; William Scabury und
company will remain a second week In

"Frlvollcs," a revue, and Mehllnger and
Meyer, composer and singer, will do their
popular songs.

Miss Dorothy Shoemaker will appear In

"Life," a one-a- play by Miss Blanche
Bloch. George N. Brown, walker, and the
Al Golem Troupe also will bo there.

On the programmes at other vaudeville
theatres are:

BIVEBS1DE Miss Sophlo Tucker and
her Kings of Syncopation, "Tho Spanish
Rcvuo" and the Juggling Nelsons.

COLONIAL Pat Booney and JItes Marl
on Bent in "Blngs of 'Smoke," a second
week; Pilcer and Douglass, Georgo Austin
Moore and Melnotte and Lcedom.

BIGHTY-FIBS- T STKEET Miss Sheila
Terry, dancer, In a musical romance,
"Three's a Crowd' ; Mlfs Norma Talmadge
In the photo-dram- "A Daughter of Two
Worlds;" Dugnn and Raymond and Miss
Bessie Browning and Jack Denny.

ALHAMBIIA Miss Anna Wheaton and
Harry Carroll in songs; Sam Mann, Miss
Frances Pritchard, Harry Breen nnd the
Misses Mario and Mary McFarland.

ROYAL-Fra- nk Dobson and his Thirteen
Sirens, Miss Jean Adair, Georgo c,

Owen McGlvcncy nnd Miss Sylvia
Loyal.

AMERICAN. Bert Crossman's Sailor's
Bcvlow, men of tho crew of the U. S. S.
George Washington; Shclton Brooks and
Horace George with jazz music; Miss Jes
sie Hayward in "Air Castle Kate," the
Mystic Hanson Trio.

FIFTH AVENUE-Patrlco- la. Kaufman
Brothers and Arthur Fields, the Fashion
Minstrels and Leonard and Porray.

Concerts will bo given this afternoon
and tonight In tho Palace, the American
the Fifth Avenue, the Twenty-thir- d Strict,
tho Colonial, tho Eighty-fir- st Street, the
Riverside, tho Aihambra and the Royal
Theatres and tonight in tho Century
Theatre and the Manhattan Opera House.

Home Towns of Chorus Girls.

At tho Winter Garden a list has been
made of the "home towns'' of the 125 young
women in the chorus In "Tho Passing
Show of 1919." They seem to come from ull
part of the world thirty-eigh- t came from
New York city, eleven from Brooklyn,
sixteen from Chicago, ten from England,
nlno from France, seven from San Fran-
cisco, four from Philadelphia, three from
Boston, two., from Baltimore, two from

India : Bucharest, I oilman id.: MizzoulA.
.Mont. ; Yofk, Pa. , 'anei I'a., Vincennes,
Iml. : I'ittsV.ui'ff Pa. ; Mlddletnn. Conn. :

llicinnatl, Ohio; New Orleans, La.j Pap- -

(ton,

M!ch. ; Ix)iiisillp, Ky. ; Hartford.
Huron, Ohio; Beading. ; Iudi- -

i.apolls, lnd. ; Norfolk, Va and Scran.
Pa.

Pa.

Theatre Parisien's Programme.

After all Its lively, entertaining per-
formances since tho opening last Novem
ttr only a fortnight remains of the sen
son of the Tlieatro.ParlKlt-n- . With the ter
mlmitiou of Its local engagement the com
pany will bo sent Intact to Montreal for a
limited engagement, and thence to New
Orelans. The ..ero has been Interest-
ing. It has developed the fact that Anieil-ca-

playgoers aro chiefly Interested .It
pln.vs in French when the plays are o
light texture. .

"Ma TanJe d'Honfleur," the present bill
which was presented for tho first tlm.
last Monday, Is to be continued another
week. It is an highly amusing fare
comedy, acted with verve nnd charm.

New Features in "Happy Days."

In "Happy Days," which reaches Us
twenty-fourt- h week at the Hippodrome,
new features will be noted tomorrow with
the Interpolation ot ajicw ballot divertisse-
ment In the "Flower Shop" scene. This
new Tcrplschorean novelty will Introduce
a group of eleven chief dancers, the Four

maranths nnd Misses'. Cisslo Haydcn, Va- -

lodla Vestoff, Daisy Smythe. Elizabeth
Coyle, Frances .Mann. Sylvia Stone and
Inez Bauer.

Burton Holmes' Lecture;

This evening, again tomorrow afternoon,
Burton Holmes will continue his popular
series of travelogues at Carnegie Halt
with "Allies on tho Rhino" ps his subject!
The "cities which arc tho centres of oc-

cupation, with comparisons of methods of
control by the Allies, are said to bo highly
Interesting.

In Neighborhood Theatres.

"Nlghtlo Night," which recently com'
plctcd a long engagement at the Prin-
cess Theatre, will be. tho attraction this
vek at the Shubert-Bivior- a. The
farce has tho original cast', headed' by

'Francis Byrne.
Mi. and Mrs. Coburn. in "Tho Better

Olcr with tho chief players of their
original cast, will go to the 'Standard
tomorrow. :

"Good Morning, Judge," which' will be
seen at the Bronx Opera House this
weok, hns n cast hondod by George
Hassell in tho rOIe of .the judge. The
score Is by Lionel Monckton and, How-
ard Talbot.

Burlesque at the Columbia.
At tho Columbia Theatre this week will

Sis tho Burlesque Wonder Show, with
Georgo P. Murphy and Miss Primrose
Semon. The programme consists of a
burlesque, vaudeville specialties and mugl- -
cal features designed to keen the audi
ences laughing. Tho book was written he
Joseph Mitchell, the lyrics by B. McDonald
and tho music ny Nat Osborne. The ettst
Includes Miss Edna Green, MIhs Clara

Canada three from Bt. Louis, two frosi Douglass. Frank Martin. Arthur Conta
EfflUMlAtKl, ana each frcai Bemtaj-- . and Hiss Florence Newman.


